Randolph Parent Teacher Association
1306 South Quincy St.

Arlington, VA22204

703-228-5830

June 15, 2016
Dear Arlington School Board,

The Randolph Elementary School community was devastated to learn this week that Superintendent
Murphy, with the approval of the School Board, has decided to reassign Principal Renée Bostick.

We are deeply concerned about the effect of this decision on Randolph’s students and families. Mrs.
Bostick truly represents the heart and soul of Randolph Elementary School. Over the past twelve years, she
has worked tirelessly to support student achievement, to welcome families from all parts of the globe and
all walks of life, to provide a positive environment for students to flourish, to hire and support
extraordinary staff, and to build an engaged Randolph community. She has simultaneously led a Title |
school with a diverse student population and an IB curricular program. Mrs. Bostick’s integrity, depth of
commitment, humility, respect for all, and understanding of the Randolph families are remarkable
attributes.

This decision was handed down abruptly, with no acknowledgment of Mrs. Bostick’s significant
contributions, with little explanation, and with no apparent consideration of the impact on Randolph’s
students, families, and staff. The only rationale provided for the decision was “test scores.”

We firmly believe that the leadership of an elementary school should be judged on a wide range of factors,
with student achievement being a critical, but not sole, element. We further believe that student
achievement should be measured by more than scores on standardized tests. For a community like
Randolph, with a significantly high number of students who are ESL learners, with a disproportionately high
FARMs rate (compared with other Arlington elementary schools), and with a noticeably transient
community, there are many factors which complicate the measurement of student performance. In fact,
Virginia legislators have already agreed that there is a need for SOL reform for ESL students. To remove a
principal based on test scores when legislation was recently passed in Virginia (HB241) specifically to
address the unfairness of these tests for our students is inconceivable.

If there is concern for the academic achievement of our students, let’s start with repairing our school
building which is failing in multiple ways, addressing segregation that concentrates ESL & FARMs students
in a few schools, and providing additional targeted resources. Let’s not take away a principal who is willing
to fight tirelessly for our students to have the same benefits as those elsewhere in our county. Let’s not
take away the one person who has devoted her entire heart and energy to our school, who knows not only
the names of every single staff member and student, but the students’ parents, guardians, and siblings.

The Randolph community is in total disarray. Students and staff are distraught. We have many unanswered
questions, not least why a beloved, experienced, dedicated, and effective principal is being shown so little
respect. Families and community members are worried about the future of the school and about the
commitment of APS and the School Board to our school. We are worried about the IB program. We don’t
know how appropriate leadership — leadership that compares in any way to the outstanding leadership we
have had — will be found. We are very concerned that we will lose other valuable teachers and staff.

We strongly urge you to reconsider the decision to remove Mrs. Bostick from Randolph Elementary School.

Sincerely,

The Randolph Parent Teacher Association Board
joined in signing by members of the Randolph community
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Additional Signatories of the Randolph PTA Letter of Support for Renée Bostick

Note:

The following pages include signatures collected in person or via email between mid-day on Wednesday,
June 15, 2016 and mid-day on Thursday, June 16, 2016.

The purpose of collecting additional signatories for the PTA Board’s letter was to give individuals the
opportunity to add their voices in support of the sentiments expressed in the letter.

The PTA Board and volunteers invited parents and staff members to sign in person during dismissal on
Wednesday, at Extended Day and during drop-off on Thursday.

information about the letter and the invitation to sign was posted to the PTA list serv.

The PTA president emailed the Douglas Park list serv and the Moms of South Arlington list serv to invite
members of those communities to sign. (Those messages likely were also forwarded to other south
Arlington lists and residents.)

Some individuals emailed expressions of support that did not specifically include a request to be named
as a signatory. Those individuals were not included as signhatories.

The PTA Board specifically agreed in advance to take a positive and informational approach to this
process. We agreed before we began that our approach would be “accept no as a response and move
on.”

A total of approximately 337 signatures were collected. We have reviewed the lists to try to ensure that
no duplicate signatures exist; if a specific number is desired, we would need to do a more extensive
review,



SIGNATORIES TO THE RANDOLPH PTA LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PRINCIPAL RENEE BOSTICK, DATED JUNE 15, 2016
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*for example: Randolph parent, Douglas Park resident, Barcroft ES parent, Arlington Heights resident, Randolph

staff, etc.



SIGNATORIES TO THE RANDOLPH PTA LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PRINCIPAL RENEE BOSTICK, DATED

JUNE 15, 2016
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*for example: Randalph parent, Douglas Park resident, Barcroft ES parent, Arlington Heights resident, Randolph

staff, etc.



SIGNATORIES TO THE RANDOLPH PTA LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PRINCIPAL RENEE BOSTICK, DATED
JUNE 15, 2016
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*for example: Randolph parent, Douglas Park resident, Barcroft ES parent, Arlington Heights resident, Randolph
staff, etc.



SIGNATORIES TO THE RANDOLPH PTA LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PRINCIPAL RENEE BOSTICK, DATED JUNE 15, 2016

Wanoa

Name

MEPREL

Meligsa Mays

Name

MUSTE (FHEBRESELALSLE

Name
C{pf/’a&rfz Mo c b o
Name
Amolq [/&M,
Name { /
H@(ﬁp/a U
Name

‘30 @yf &C\ (b'

Name

ﬁﬁ)‘(ﬁjig Lo lOfe/war;am

Name

/ %)
Name ~

//Zw’q /7/@53 C /cc/ﬂ

/ L
Name

GLedeS 1 Cevtte

Name

Z@xjm ant /‘)/WL ¢/

Name

W Qacacr

Afﬁliat‘i&n*

Parent

Affiliation
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Fore, «
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*for example: Randolph parent, Douglas Park resident, Barcroft ES parent, Arlington Heights resident, Randolph staff, etc.



SIGNATORIES TO THE RANDOLPH PTA LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PRINCIPAL RENEE
BOSTICK, DATED JUNE 15, 2016
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Affiliation
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2o il et o S _ﬁ w‘
Name ! Aﬁn tion

*for example: Randoiph parent, Douglas Park resident, Barcroft ES parent, Arlington Heights resident, Randolph staff,
ete.



SIGNATORIES TO THE RANDOLPH PTA LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PRINCIPAL RENEE

BOSTICK, DATED JUNE 15, 2016
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*for example: Randolph parent, Douglas Park resident, Barcroft ES parent, Arlington Heights resident, Randolph staff,

ete.
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SIGNATORIES TO THE RANDOLPH PTA LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PRINCIPAL RENEE BOSTICK, DATED JUNE 15, 2016
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*for example: Randolph parent, Douglas Park resident, Barcroft ES parent, Arlington Heights resident, Randolph staff, etc.



SIGNATORIES TO THE RANDOLPH PTA LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PRINCIPAL RENEE BOSTICK, DATED JUNE 15, 2016

ff;wp /// A \f// J/M%/S Vask
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szmﬁd @h% 0B Cowdisito i X“?EN Remcher
Name Y Affiliation
Name Affiliation
Name Affiliation
Name Affiliation
Name Affiliation
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*for example: Randolph parent, Douglas Park resident, Barcroft ES parent, Arlington Heights resident, Randolph staff, etc.



SIGNATORIES TO THE RANDOLPH PTA LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PRINCIPAL RENEE BOSTICK, DATED JUNE 15, 2016
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Name Affiliation*
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*for example: Randolph parent, Douglas Park resident, Barcroft ES parent, Arlington Heights resident, Randolph staff, etc.



SIGNATORIES TO THE RANDOLPH PTA LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PRINCIPAL RENEE BOSTICK, DATED JUNE 15, 2016

Beth Posniak Fiencke

Name

Jennifer Jackson
Name

Andy Price

Name

Viviana Maya

Name

Kristin Francis

Name

Mindy Leblond

Name

Melynda Boyce

Name

Emilie Bruchon

Name

Kristi Sawert

Name

Sadia Khan

Name

Mike Jeffreys

Name

James Pettinelli

Name

*for example: Randolph parent, Douglas Park resident, Barcroft £S parent, Arlington Heights resident, Randolph staff, etc.

Randolph parent

Affiliation*

Randolph PTA president, 2013-2015
Affiliation

Randolph parent

Affiliation

Randolph parent

Affiliation

Douglas Park resident

Affiliation

ATS/Douglas Park resident

Affiliation

Arlington Heights
Affiliation

Arlington Heights

Affiliation

Arlington Heights

Affiliation

South Arlington

Affiliation

Randolph parent

Affiliation

Former Randolph parent

Affiliation



SIGNATORIES TO THE RANDOLPH PTA LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PRINCIPAL RENEE BOSTICK, DATED JUNE 15, 2016

Susannah Keefe
Name

Rick Carlson

Name

Yvette Carlson

Name

Molly Schnure

Name

Halie Johnson

Name

Jane Anderson

Name

Ernest Jackson

Name

Patty Tuttle

Name

Henry Jessup

Name

Minh-Tri Jessup

Name

Stuart Jessup

Name

Patty Stern

Name

Patrick Henry parent and former Douglas Park resident_
Affiliation*

Randolph parent
Affiliation

Randolph parent
Affiliation

Randolph parent
Affiliation

Douglas Park resident
Affiliation

Douglas Park resident
Affiliation

Douglas Park resident
Affiliation

Douglas Park resident
Affiliation

__(none provided)
Affiliation

_(none provided)
Affiliation

_(none provided)
Affiliation

__(none provided)
Affiliation

*for example: Randolph parent, Douglas Park resident, Barcroft ES parent, Arlington Heights resident, Randolph staff, etc.



SIGNATORIES TO THE RANDOLPH PTA LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PRINCIPAL RENEE BOSTICK, DATED JUNE 15, 2016

Kiare Mays

Name

Erin Swain Taylor

Name

Amy Tenhouse

Name

Christine Brittle

Name

Jessica Kaufman

Name

Jason Kaufman

Name

Carroll Lee

Name

Jane Kaddouri

Name

Allison Van Lare

Name

Tiffany Williams

Name

Rachel Berkey

Name

Eric Berkey

Name

*for example: Randolph parent, Douglas Park resident, Barcroft ES parent, Arlington Heights resident, Randolph staff, etc.

Randolph parent

Affiliation*

__(none provided)

Affiliation

Barcroft

Affiliation

Patrick Henry parent

Affiliation

Douglas Park resident

Affiliation

Douglas Park resident

Affiliation

Douglas Park resident

Affiliation

Douglas Park resident

Affiliation

Douglas Park resident

Affiliation

South Arlington

Affiliation

Douglas Park resident and future Randolph parent__

Affiliation

Douglas Park resident and future Randolph parent_

Affiliation



SIGNATORIES TO THE RANDOLPH PTA LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PrINCIPAL RENEE BOSTICK, DATED JUNE 15, 2016

Cliff Farbstein _Former Randolph parent
Name Affiliation*
Carlisle Levine Arlington Heights
Name Affiliation

Jaqui Ferrara Randolph

Name Affiliation
Desiree Lomer-Clarke S. Arlington/Drew
Name Affiliation

Mindy Cadou _(none provided)
Name Affiliation

Name Affiliation

Name Affiliation

Name Affiliation

Name Affiliation

Name Affiliation

Name Affiliation

Name Affiliation

*for example: Randolph parent, Douglas Park resident, Barcroft ES parent, Arlington Heights resident, Randolph staff, etc.



Bethany Zecher Sutton <bethanyzechersutton@graail.com>

For Randolph Elementary

1 message

Tara Spuhler McCabe <tcsm04@gmail.com> Thu, Jun 18, 2016 at 10:33 AM
To: bethanyzechersutton@gmail.com

Greetings School Board,

I sign in support of the concerns raised by families and teachers of Randolph Elementary. Deeply
concerned, while may be "allowed to do", that a community is being up ended with lack of ongoing
communication within the whole community of Randolph. | am a resident in Barcroft and a parent of
Barcroft Elementary. | am grateful for the sharing of energy and commitment between the two schools.
Please reconsider the pace and the way the current decision is being made upon Randolph Elementary.

Thank you for your time and service,
Rev. Tara Spuhler McCabe



